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General Guidelines 

• Double space entire document.   
• Center title for references page: Works Cited 
• Alphabetize citations by first word, generally, author’s last name.  If first word is title, disregard a, an, the. 
• Start each entry at margin and indent second and subsequent lines 0.5 inch. 
• To keep URL in MLA format, immediately after keystroke that turns URL into hotlink:  Edit menu/Undo autoformat. 
• Date order:  day, month, year.  Abbreviate all months except May, June, July. 
• In the text, to document quotes or ideas, put author’s last name (if any) and page number (if any), in parentheses.  If author’s 

name is mentioned in sentence, give only page number in parentheses.  If no author, use shortened version of title.  In-text 
documentation enables reader to find complete citation in Works Cited list. 

• This guide omits the URL for library subscription databases (see MLA Handbook, 6th ed., 5.9.1, p. 213 and 5.9.7, p. 229). 
 
Book with one author 
 
Thurley, Geoffrey. The American Moment: American Poetry in the Mid-Century. New York: St. Martin’s, 1977.  
 
 
Edited book, two or three editors (or authors), book in series 
 
Summers, Randal W., and Allan M. Hoffman, eds. Domestic Violence: A Global View. A World View of Social Issues.  
 

Westport, CT: Greenwood, 2002.  
 
Section of an edited book, more than three editors, when each chapter has a different author 
 
Grushkin, Donald A. “The Dilemma of the Hard of Hearing within the U.S. Deaf Community.” Many Ways to Be Deaf:  
 

International Variation in Deaf Communities. Eds. Leila Monaghan, et al. Washington: Gallaudet UP, 2003. 114-40. 
 

Article reprinted in edited book, original and reprint title same, book in series  
 
Arner, Robert D. “Pride and Prejudice: Kate Chopin’s ‘Désirée’s Baby’.” Mississippi Quarterly 25 (1972): 131-40. Rpt. in Critical  
 

Essays on Kate Chopin. Ed. Alice Hall Petry. Critical Essays on American Literature. New York: G. K. Hall-Simon, 1996. 
 
139-146.  

 
Article reprinted in edited book, article title different from original, book in series 
 
Hughes, Jonathan. “Animal-to-Human Organ Transplants Could Threaten Human Health.” The Rights of Animals. Ed. Auriana  
 

Ojeda. Current Controversies. San Diego: Greenhaven-Thomson Gale, 2004. 111-114. Rpt. Of “Xenografting: Ethical  
 
Issues,” Journal of Medical Ethics 24 (1998): 18-24. 
 

Article in general encyclopedia 
 
Medina, José Ramón, and J.W. Minkel. “Caracas.” The New Encyclopaedia Britannica. Macropaedia. 15th ed. 2003. 
 
Article in specialized reference book 
 
Nida, Steve A. “Attraction Theories.” Psychology Basics. Ed. Frank N. Magill. 2 vols. Pasadena, CA: Salem, 1998. 
 
Government document 
 
United States. Dept. of Education. National Center for Education Statistics. Projections of Education Statistics to 2008. By Debra  
 

E. Gerald and William J. Hussar. NCES 98-016. Washington: GPO, 1998. 
 



 
Journal article 
 
Allende, Isabel. “The Short Story.” Journal of Modern Literature 20 (1996): 21-28. 
 
Magazine article 
 
Van Deusen, Amy. “American Dreams.” International Gymnast Apr. 2006: 23-28. 
 
Newspaper article 
 
Falkenberg, Lisa. “For Life in the Fast Lane, Head to Far West Texas.” Houston Chronicle 26 May 2006: B1+. 
 

ONLINE SOURCES 
 Note about dates:  In addition to any online date given, the access date is part of the citation.  If there is no online date, use only access date. 
 
Online book with editor 
 
Jump, Harriet Devine, ed. Nineteenth-Century Short Stories by Women:  A Routledge Anthology. London: Routledge, 1998.  
 

NetLibrary. OCLC. 2001. North Harris Coll. Lib., Houston, TX. 19 July 2006 <http://www.netlibrary.com>. 
 
Section of online book 
 
Poe, Edgar Allan. “The Masque of the Red Death.”  The Works of Edgar Allan Poe. Raven ed. Vol. 2.  Project Gutenberg. 2005.   

 
15 Aug. 2006 <http://www.gutenberg.org/dirs/etext00/poe2v10.txt>. 

 
Online government document 
 
United States. National Institutes of Health. National Institute on Drug Abuse. Office of Science Education. The Brain:  
 

Understanding Neurobiology through the Study of Addiction. 2000. 19 July 2006 < http://science.education.nih.gov/     
 
supplements/nih2/addiction/default.htm>. 

 
Journal article from subscription database 
 
Gorin, Stephen, and Cynthia Moniz. “Will the United States Ever Have Universal Health Care?” Health & Social Work 29 (2004):  
 

340-44. Academic Search Premier. EBSCO. North Harris Coll. Lib., Houston, TX. 19 July 2006. 
 
Magazine article from subscription database 
 
Atkinson, Robert D. “Building a More Humane Economy.” The Futurist May/June 2006: 44- . Research Library. ProQuest. North  
 

Harris Coll. Lib., Houston, TX. 20 July 2006. 
 
Newspaper article from subscription database 
 
Smith, Craig S., and Ariane Bernard. “Furor Over a French Immigration Crackdown.” New York Times 8 July 2006, late ed. E.  
 

Coast: A8. ProQuest Newspapers. ProQuest. North Harris Coll. Lib., Houston, TX.20 July 2006.  
 
WEB SITES 
 
Web Page with sponsor, no author 
 
“Climate Policy Update.” Global Warming. 5 May 2006. Union of Concerned Scientists. 20 July 2006 <http://www.ucsusa.org/  
 

global_warming/solutions/climate-policy-update-05-2006.html>  
 
Magazine article from magazine’s Web site, not from subscription database, 3+ authors 
 
Gibbs, Nancy, et al. “What a Bush Veto Would Mean for Stem Cells.” Time Online Edition 24 July 2006. Posted 16 July 2006. 20  
 

July 2006 <http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1214969,00.html>.  


