
 

Safe Scene 

 • Control scene 
    • Correct hazard 

Initial Assessment
(5 steps) 

Medical Patient Trauma Patient 

Focused history 
and physical exam 

Evaluate mental 
status 

Evaluate mechanism 
of injury 

No significant MOISignificant MOI Responsive Unresponsive 

History of present 
illness and SAMPLE 

history 

Focused physical 
exam based on 

patient complaint 

Baseline vital 
signs 

Transport 

Rapid physical 
exam 

Baseline vital 
signs 

Transport 

History of present 
illness and 

SAMPLE history 

Rapid Trauma 
Assessment 

DCAP-BTLS 

Baseline vital 
signs 

SAMPLE  
history 

Transport 

Focused Trauma
Assessment for 
specific injury 

Baseline vital 
signs 

Transport 

SAMPLE 
history 

Detailed physical exam 
DCAP-BTLS 

On-going Assessment
(Repeat, Reassess) 

Focused history 
and physical exam 

Unsafe scene 

Scene
Size-up 


