Education Without Restraint

by Dustin Sanchez


Today, through education, tomorrow is being created. At North Harris College, teachers, administrators, and counselors, like Jim Carroll, are champions of a cause more noble than any award can validate. They are molding the leaders of tomorrow, not in their own image, but in the image of truth. This is a truth that is not filtered through the prism of personal bias. This is truth through education, and education without restraint. Here students are not taught what to think; rather, they are encouraged to think. This is how North Harris College has influenced my life.


The small class size and constant personal contact with professors at North Harris College have been invaluable. Such an atmosphere is highly conducive to education and personal growth. This has enabled the development of raw and young talent at a rate and to a degree that would have been impossible in a university-sized environment. In nurturing the development of these talents, professors like Dr. Steve Sansom have encouraged me to explore the very pinnacle of my abilities. The implications to my future are certain to be tremendous.  Imagine the contribution, and the difference, a person can make who has spent a lifetime never giving less to the world than he is capable of. 


History bears witness to the atrocities that result when man has sought change through force. The specter of September 11, 2001, continues to loom over the United States, a resounding testament to a failed attempt at change. Today the faculty and staff of North Harris College are on the front lines, engaged in a war for change. And they are winning. Through education they are changing lives one student at a time. I have served six years in the United States Navy, protecting lands foreign and domestic. But they also serve, who have never worn a uniform. Their weapon is knowledge; their enemy is hate, ignorance, and intolerance. At North Harris College I have sat in class and developed personal relationships with Muslims, Christians, Jews, Palestinians, African-Americans, Hispanics, Asians, and Caucasians. We have sat in peace, we have sat as friends, and we have been educated. We have all been encouraged to find our place in life by professors like Mary Durant, and Carolyn Grafton-Davis. It is this encouragement that has enabled me to find my calling and to know the legacy I will leave for posterity. This is what North Harris College means to me, and I am not alone. Every day, in every class, foundations are being built, the groundwork is being laid, and dreams are being realized through education.  


In closing, this institution has equipped me, as it has several others, to face the challenges of tomorrow, to make a meaningful difference in a world that is constantly changing. My youngest sister was the first in our family to graduate from college. She ended with two Bachelor’s degrees and is currently embarked on a successful career at the M.D. Anderson Cancer Center. She is making a difference, and she got her start here at North Harris College. Today I am being educated, and I am learning so much more than facts and equations. I am doing so much more than “just getting the basics out of the way.” Through the competent and successful efforts of the faculty, staff, and all that is North Harris College, I am growing into one of tomorrow’s leaders. When I leave here, what I will take with me is not just facts and figures and college credits. What I will take with me is a dream and the tools necessary to bring it to fruition. This is what I have garnered from North Harris College, and this is what North Harris College has meant to my life.

