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How North Harris College Has Influenced My Life.

It is not an easy experience to lose your job, especially when it is the last thing you expect. It is too difficult to bear the burden of not having enough income to support your family, but it happened to me. Ten month ago, on December 26, 2000, I went to my work on my regular schedule, and in the middle of my shift, I was told by my director that my job was no longer mine because of a major downsize in the company. I cannot describe what went through my mind at the moment; it was a big disappointment after several years with the company. I was shocked and could not believe what happened, but I believed that from that point on there was a better plan for me, made by God himself. 

I am a mother of three wonderful children 16, 11, and 6 years old. Although I had a degree from my country, I have worked hard in retail jobs since I emigrated from Egypt to the USA.  I had never worked in the field of my degree because my children were young and needed me. I really wanted to continue my education and learn computer skills, but I did not have the chance because of the work schedule and the demands for enough income for the family. Losing my job was the turning point in my life. I did not have computer skills that are very demanding and a must these days for all kinds of workplaces, so I decided to take some classes in computer technology. I was given a flyer from the CareerStart program, and I immediately contacted the CareerStart representative. She encouraged me to apply for fast track Computer classes, which were offered by NHC Carver Center, and it proved to be the right choice for me. I had a computer at home, but I never had the chance to even start to learn how to use it. My children have the knowledge of computers, so it was time for me to learn in order to receive a good job and provide for my family. I registered for classes on Feb.19, 2001, in order to receive a MOUS (Microsoft Office Users Specialization) certificate. 

It was not an easy road, but it was worth trying. I had to drive forty-five minutes every day to Carver Center and stay about ten hours there everyday. I stayed after classes at the Learning Center to finish homework. I got home to help my children with their homework, finish the house chores, and then stay late--many times until 2:00 AM--to finish my assignments. Fast track courses have a very condensed curriculum. I needed determination and hard work to be able to finish the course. NHC personnel at Carver and here at the main campus encouraged me to continue by reminding me that I could do it. With God’s help, I never missed a day in the six months of the track. I made it and proudly say that before I finished my last class I got a job! I came two weeks before I finished to meet with Dinorah Ramos, CareerStart Job Developer. She offered a lot of assistance and support, helping me with my resume and assisting me to apply for a job. I ended up working for the college in the CareerStart department, the same place I came ten month’s ago to apply for classes. 

I thank God for His wonderful plan for me and thank everyone who gave me a helping hand, word of encouragement, or even a smile. I work now with students like me and hope I will be able to give them back the courage, assistance and the smiles they need to keep them going through their fast track courses. I am delighted to work for NHC and be a part of helping others. If it weren’t for NHC, I wouldn’t have had the chance to achieve the goals I have. Since the first day I came to NHC to apply for my classes, I have felt that l am one of a big family at NHC. Coming here was a turning point in my life, and if it can work for me, then it can work for you. I am still taking some classes and looking forward to building my career.     

