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The Formula for Success

It’s funny how I’ve grown up so much in such short time.  Now that I’m in college, fashion is the least thing on my mind.  When I first stepped in the double doors of the North Harris Carver Center, I thought to myself, “Time to buckle down Breigh… this is college life.  Instantly, I knew that this new life would reveal so much more to me than I had ever imagined. My high school mentality was forced to evaporate, leaving an empty lake for responsibility to flood in.


Without any hesitation, I called on my best friend for His heavenly guidance.  “Lord, it’s me again. I know you’re busy, but could you send me some help?”  I waited patiently for His answer…. It was then that He reminded me of a theory my pastor preached about some time ago.  He called it The Formula for Success. I refer to it as the 5 D’s,” which stands for Destination, Direction, Discipline, avoid Distraction, and most of all, Determination.  North Harris Carver Center has been very influential as this theory evolves in my life.


My mother once told me, “To be successful, you must first have a Destination.” I thought you had to first have a million dollars or a rich husband.  When she asked what career I planned on pursuing, I told her that I desired to be a part of the BET (Black Entertainment Television) network, hosting my own talk show.  With that in mind, it was safe to say that mission one was accomplished.


After people decide where they want to go, then they must have a plan to get there.  In other words, they must have Direction.  My sense of direction came from someone who lightened up my eyes every time I saw her warm smile.  She is the academic advisor here at the Carver Center, and her name is Mrs. Shannon Robinson.  Many of us students know her by her first name, Shannon. I’m not sure of how long she has been the academic advisor here at Carver Center, but I do know that Shannon’s positive personality displays how assistance at a community college really should be given. Shannon not only helped me decide what courses would be suitable for me, but she continued to chat with me periodically, with hopes that I stay on the right path.


In order to stay on track, I made up my mind that I must Discipline myself.  That consisted of studying daily for the weekly tests and never taking my college freedom for granted.  The students at the Carver Center showed me how quickly one could fall off track by arriving in class tardy, or in some cases not even coming at all.  Once I witnessed how not to be, it became extremely important for me to attend all of my classes faithfully.


Although I knew that staying in class was the best decision to make, avoiding Distractions was not necessarily going to be a breeze, but it had to be done.  So many times I would get aggravated and ready to quit.  I saw others dropping their classes, so I wanted to drop also.  Still, I knew that winners never quit, and winners must avoid distraction.  “I’m a winner, I’m a winner, gotta’ avoid distraction, must ….” That’s what I kept telling myself, and it worked.


Determination is also a vital element for success.  Without determination, one can never completely achieve her dreams.  The Carver Center has given me the determination to achieve my dream by obtaining access to all of the modern technology there is.  I sometimes forget that I’m in the Learning Center when I’m on the Internet.  It only takes a few clicks here, and a little peck there on the keyboard; within seconds I’m in Atlanta!


North Harris Carver Center has been influential in my life.  It has truly been a blessing to experience my first semester of college in its community-like atmosphere.  I know that by the time I leave the Carver Center, I will be fully equipped because I posses “The Formula for Success”: Destination, Direction, Discipline, avoid Distraction, and Determination! 

