NORTH HARRIS MONTGOMERY COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

Satisfactory Academic Progress Policy for

Financial Assistance Recipients

Federal regulations require all financial assistance recipients maintain satisfactory academic progress in a course of study leading toward a college degree, certificate or educational objective.  Student financial assistance programs were created and funded to assist students achieve access to higher education and accomplish academic goals.  As a result, the following guidelines have been established to evaluate the students Satisfactory Academic Progress.  This progress will be reviewed by the financial assistance office before financial assistance is awarded and again at the end of each academic year (Spring semester), except as noted under Section III (FFELP Restrictions).

REQUIRED STANDARDS OF PROGRESS

Student financial assistance, as defined in this policy, specifically applies to all federal (Title IV), state and certain institutional aid programs.  Federal guidelines stipulate that THIS POLICY APPLIES TO ALL ENROLLMENT PERIODS AT NHMCCD REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE STUDENT HAS RECEIVED AID.  All grading standards, interpretation and points are based on the academic evaluation values for NHMCCD.
I.  QUANTITATIVE:  (Minimum Credit Hour Completion Standards)

a) Maintaining Minimum Credit Hours:  Students who lack progress due to dropped (W), incomplete (I), in-progress (IP), or failing (F) grades, that result in a completion rate of less than 70% will be subject to probation or suspension of financial assistance at NHMCCD:

The financial aid office will evaluate the quantitative progress based on attempted NHMCCD vs. successfully completed credit and developmental coursework for the last 3 semesters (regardless of student attendance).  

· Successfully completed = Grades of A, B, C, D.

· Repeated NHMCCD courses will be used in calculating 70% completion.

b) Maximum Time To Complete A Degree: A student must declare an educational objective and must be taking courses that apply to that degree or objective.  A student may apply for, and if otherwise eligible, receive financial assistance for no more than a cumulative total of one hundred and fifty percent (150%) credit hours ATTEMPTED beginning from the date that the student first enrolled at North Harris Montgomery Community College District.  A student will be placed on suspension if this maximum is exceeded.  If the student graduates from a program, the student must declare a new educational objective and begin taking courses that apply toward that objective before receiving aid.

All periods of enrollment are counted towards the maximum time frame regardless if aid was received or not, unless a professional judgment decision, based on an unusual circumstance, was rendered by a financial assistance administrator.

c) Maximum Time To Complete Remediation:  A student must complete all necessary remedial course work within a maximum of 30 credit hours attempted in order to continue receiving assistance.   This maximum exclude English as a Second Language (ESL) courses.  A student will be placed on suspension if this maximum is exceeded.


Student Acknowledgment

I certify that I have read and understand the “Satisfactory Academic Progress Policy for Financial Assistance Recipients at North Harris Montgomery Community College District” and understand that any violation of the policy may result in suspension of some or all types of aid. I also understand that this policy will involve a retroactive review of my progress from the summer 2002 and forward.

	
	
	
	
	

	Student’s Signature
	
	Social Security #
	
	Date


II.  QUALITATIVE MEASURE OF PROGRESS:  (Cumulative NHMCCD Grade Point Average GPA)

A student must also maintain the following qualitative standards in order to continue receiving financial assistance.  
· 2.00 cumulative NHMCCD GPA without developmental coursework and

· 2.00 semester NHMCCD GPA with developmental coursework and

Students who cannot achieve and maintain a cumulative GPA of 2.00 or higher will not be able to receive loans (see Section III), be placed on probation (see Section III), and then suspension of assistance if the grade point average is not restored by the next academic year.

III.  FEDERAL FAMILY EDUCATIONAL LOAN PROGRAMS (FFELP) RESTRICTIONS:

Under the Federal Family Education Loan Program (FFELP) it is a requirement for the school to check the student’s Satisfactory Academic Progress each time a check is disbursed to a student.   Students who have been awarded or certified money under the FFELP programs may have all or part of their loan canceled at the time a check is disbursed, if they do not meet the qualitative standards in Section II.  These students will not be eligible to apply for another loan until they have met the conditions for reinstatement [see IV (b)].  

IV.  PROCEDURES FOR APPEALS:

· Once the student has been placed on warning, probation or suspension of assistance due to the lack of academic progress, they will be notified in writing by the financial assistance office.    

· Students who wish to appeal this decision (suspension students only) must submit a written letter to the Financial Assistance Administrator or designee at that college, explaining any “unusual circumstances” that caused them not to progress in their course of study.  Supporting documentation may be required.

· Students who have been placed on financial assistance warning and probation are warned that they will be placed on suspension of assistance if they do not restore their Satisfactory Academic Progress.  

· Mitigating circumstances will be administratively assessed to determine whether or not the students’ circumstance(s) warrant a waiver from the Satisfactory Academic Progress guidelines.  A written response will be sent to the student stating the decision made.  

The following are the types of appeal decisions that can be made:

a)  Appeal Granted:  The student’s unusual circumstances warrant a waiver from the Satisfactory Academic Progress standards.  The student is eligible to receive financial assistance, if otherwise eligible.  The student will remain on a probationary status and must restore progress for the next academic year.

b)  Appeal Granted with Restrictions: The student whose cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) is less than 2.00 will be allowed to apply for, and receive grants only.  A restriction will be placed on the student’s ability to apply for, or receive, federal student loans for a period of one academic year (24 completed credit hours) after restoring progress.  During this restricted period, the student must complete all course work and meet all other Satisfactory Academic Progress standards.  

c) Appeal Denied:  The student’s appeal has been denied and the student is therefore not eligible to receive any Title IV or other institutional funds during the academic year.   This decision is usually rendered when the student has continuously violated the Satisfactory Academic Progress standards, and / or has reached his or her maximum time frame at NHMCCD.  

· Any student denied a waiver from the guidelines may be required to complete a minimum of six (6) semester hours, which may have to be approved by the financial assistance office prior to enrollment, and must meet other Satisfactory Academic Progress standards in order to be considered for reinstatement.  

· Students wishing to appeal the decision of the Financial Assistance Administrator may do so by providing a written request to the Financial Assistance Appeals Committee in the financial assistance office.  A written notification will be sent to the student after the Committee reviews the appeal.  The decision of the Appeals Committee is final.
